TORTRICIDAE FROM THE SEYCHELLES AND ALDABRA 

(LEPIDOPTERA) 

by 

A. DIAKONOFF 

Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Histone, Leiden, Netherlands 

Several years ago I have been entrusted with a small but extremely interesting collection 
of Tortricidae brought home by Mr. H. Legrand from a collecting expedition to the 
Seychelle Islands and Aldabra in 1959 and I960. The study of this material has been 
inadvertently delayed, so that unfortunately only a few data on the Tortricidae could be 
incorporated by the collector in his survey of the Lepidoptera of Seychelles and Aldabra 
(Legrand, 1965). The present paper forms a small addition to that extensive publication. 
The Tortricidae of the region have been captured before only incidentally, so that even 
in the present small collection consisting of 19 species which belong to 11 genera, not 
less than three genera and 14 species had to be described as apparently new to science. 

The types and other representative material will be deposited in the Museum National 
d’Histoire Naturelle of Paris. I am greatly indebted to the collector and to the 
authorities of that Museum for the opportunity to work this interesting material and for 
the permission to retain a few duplicates for the collection of the Leiden Museum. 

Tortricinae 

Adoxophyes ergatica Meyrick 
PI. 1 Fig. 1—3 

Adoxophyes ergatica Meyrick, 1911b: 267 ($, Silhouette). — 1924: 546 (Rodriguez Id.). — 
Clarke, 1955: 131. — 1958: 20, pi. 10 fig. 2 (holotype, wings figured). — Legrand, 1965: 82. 

Distribution*). Seychelles: Silhouette Id.—Rodriguez Id. 

This species has been described after two female specimens of which only one is left 
in Meyrick Collection. This somewhat damaged specimen has been indicated by Clarke 
(1958) as “type”, but is a syntype instead. Formally it is selected lectotype herewith. 

The present material is as follows. 

Seychelles, Mahe Id., Beau Vallon, 28.III.1960 (no. 359), genit. slide no. 7543, 1 9 ; 
the same locality, 26.VI.1960 (no. 380), genit slide no. 7544, 1 $ . — Coetivy Id., 
21.11.1959 (no. 39), genit. slide no. 7542, 1 $ . — Desroches Id., 9.IV.1959 (no. 39), 
1 $ . In total 3 $ , 1 $ . Originally from Silhouette. 

The male from Coetivy may be described thus. 

$ 16 mm, neallotype. Head, palpus, thorax light ochreous, thorax with a slight raised 
tuft, marked at the sides with dark purple. Fore wing oblong-oval, distinctly narrowed, 
costa with a narrow and slight, not entirely closed fold to before x / z \ wing strongly arched 
anteriorly in a broad continuous arc to before apex, posteriorly appearing less curved, 
apex moderately rounded, termen vertical, gently concave above, broadly rounded beneath. 

*) Derived from literature. 
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Glossy pale ochreous, irregularly marked with short sparse dark ferruginous transverse 
strigulae and a few scattered points and scales. Markings rather incomplete, 
formed of fuscous, tawny and orangeish sparse suffusion and narrow incomplete 
dark ferruginous edges, suffusion not entirely filling these edges. Basal patch 
almost to ^3 below, edge concave throughout but more rounded above, interrupted on 
fold, running from less than costa to % dorsum; some ferruginous dusting or trans¬ 
verse strigulation in middle of patch; transverse fascia from 2 / 5 of costa to % of dorsum, 
strongly constricted above middle, upper part moderate, outwards-concave, edges toler¬ 
ably parallel, posterior edge less angulate above constriction; below constriction vertical; 
gently, but above dorsum, rather abruptly dilated, slightly broader in dorsum than on 
costa; posterior edge on about angle of cell emitting an arched line to tornus, interrupted 
along its central third; apical patch regularly semioval, with a thick dark fuscous edge, 
interrupted along its third fourth; edges of this interruption with slight appendages; two 
vertical ferruginous fasciate marks in oblique series between patch and middle of termen. 
Cilia as ground colour, more glossy, from apex to middle of termen gently dusted with 
ferruginous. 

Hind wing pale ochreous, towards base becoming pale yellowish, along dorsum as far 
as cell, tinged golden, less so towards apex; a few very faint fuscous transverse strigulae 
before apex, a fuscous marginal line. Cilia pale golden-ochreous. 

Male genitalia of the A. fasciculana type, close to those of A. novohebridensis Diak. 
but differing by a longer uncus, longer, clavate socius (however, shorter and less clavate 
than in A. liberatrix Diak., from Christmas Id.). Gnathos longer and more slender than 
in three above mentioned species, arms not dilated in middle, but point broader and 
longer. Labis as in fasciculana, but pulvinus present, a well-defined oval lobe. Valva 
slightly longer, outer edge less curved than in novohebridensis. Aedeagus slender, rather 
small, straight, gradually and simply narrowed, top rounded. Cornuti, some four hair¬ 
like fine bristles. 

Female genitalia with lamella antevaginalis shaped as a broad V with dilated edges. 
Colliculum slightly longer than in novohebridensis. Signum lager, with a rounded 
extension at base. 

The discrimination of the species of several South Asiatic, probably circumtropical, 
groups of species of the genus Adoxophyes is extremely difficult; close study of the 
genitalia is necessary. Describing these species after external characters only, Meyrick 
himself became confused. The superficial aspect of the species is different without doubt, 
but good and long series, preferably bred, would be necessary to ascertain validity of 
several species. Such series have never been collected yet in this region. 

Brachiolia Razowski, 1966 

Eboda Meyrick, 1908: 624 (partim; nec Walker, 1866). 

Brachiolia Razowski, 1966: 150 (type-species, Tinea egenella Walker, Ceylon, India, Java, 
Sumba). 

A peculiarity of the present genus, as manifest in the following species, B. amblopis 
(Meyrick), is the presence of a slight hair pecten at the base of the cubitus in the hind 
wing. This pecten is short, but unmistakably present in the two sexes; this is a novel 
feature, unrecorded so far. The cubital pecten is, otherwise, the general attribute of the 
subfamily Olethreutinae of the Tortriddae and occurs among the Tortricinae (to which 
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also Brachiolia belongs) only in the tribe Sparganothidini — a reason why this group 
has been generally regarded as a subfamily, with which I disagree. The present 
discovery provides one more argument supporting my concept of Sparganothidini as a 
tribe of the Tortricidae. 


Brachiolia amblopis (Meyrick) 

PL 2 Fig. 4—5 

Eboda amblopis Meyrick, 191 lb: 267 (9, Aldabra). — 1912: 58. — 1913: 59. — Clarke, 1955: 
42. — 1958: 111, pi. 55 figs. 1—lc. — Legrand, 1965: 82. 

Brachiolia amblopis: Razowski, 1966: 153, figs. 205—207 (new genus; genit. 9 $ figured; 
Comoro, Mauritius). 

Distribution. Aldabra, Comoro, Mauritius. 

Aldabra Id., 21.XII.1959 (M. Gerber, 1 $, genit.slide 7549; Cosmoledo Id., 15.X. 
1959 (no. 222 ) (M. Gerber), 1 9 , genit.slide 7548. 

The specimens are of a similar appearance but rather different from the darkly 
coloured lectotype $ (in the British Museum): the ground colour is light ashy grey 
and the markings blackish. The male is slightly suffused with darker grey in the centre 
of disc and has numerous dark costal marks with slender brownish-black transverse raised 
strigulae originating from some of these marks; more distinct is a slightly submedian, out- 
wards-convex fascia and another tolerably straight and vertical fascia, at 2 / 3 ; a deep 
black streak (more or less rubbed) from upper part of base of wing to fold beyond base, 
thence horizontal to end of cell; the female is paler grey, with jet-black markings forming 
a series of costal dots, and an interrupted central horizontal streak; other markings more 
or less obliterated. 

The genitalia of the two sexes have been described and illustrated by Razowski. 


Olethreutinae 

Grapholitha miranda (Meyrick) comb. nov. 

PI. 2 Fig. 6, PI. 3 Fig. 7—9 

Laspeyresia miranda Meyrick, 191 lb: 271 ($9, Aldabra). — Clarke, 1955: 208. — 1958: 444, 
pi. 221 figs. 4—4b („type”, 9 ; wings, genitalia figured). — Legrand, 1965: 85. 

Distribution: Aldabra. 

Aldabra Id., 1.XII.1959, 1 $, genit.slide 7575; 27.XI.1959, 1 9, genit.slide 7565; 
28.XI.1959, 1 9, genit.slide 7560; 5.XI.1959 (no. 245), 1 $, neallotype, genit.slide 
7576; 17.XII.1959, 1 9 ; 27.XII.1959, 1 9 . In total 2 $, 4 9 . All collected by M. 
Gerber (no. 290). 

The female specimen, illustrated by Clarke (1958) and indicated as “type”, has only 
the status of a syntype, as the original description records two specimens, “ $ 9 it is 
herewith designated lectotype. This specimen is rather devoid of markings, as also are 
two specimens in the present series; other four specimens, all females, however, are 
darker coloured and one of them may be redescribed thus. 

9 12 mm. Rather bright fulvous-pink with a slight milky opalescence; middle of 
costa with a moderate oblique ferruginous streak, on costal edge suffused black, abruptly 
angulate on upper edge of cell and continued to % of dorsum as a straight fascia, gently 
dilated downwards, deep ferruginous, finely dusted black; lower half of wing base 
before this fascia suffused with greyish-olive, rather glossy; posterior half of costa as far 
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as the course of vein 7, suffused with crimson-ferruginous, including four blackish costal 
transverse bars, becoming larger posteriorly, but fourth bar apical, and smaller than third; 
these bars separated by faint whitish pairs of marks; the mark between third and fourth 
bars large and wedge-shaped; faint blue-metallic oblique lines, from before first and 
between second and third bars; a minute black line from second costal bar to notch of 
termen; two or three black preterminal points below notch; a semicircular patch of deep 
ferruginous suffusion faintly dusted with black, but less defined on posterior half, along 
posterior third of dorsum, above reaching half wing breadth. Cilia pencil-colour with 
strong leaden gloss (genitalia slide 7563). 

Male, neallotype, 10 mm. Very similar to the above female, but rather paler and less 
distinctly marked, being intermediate between this and the lectotype (genitalia slide 
7576). 

Male genitalia. Tegumen moderately sclerotised, rather high and pointed, simple. 
Gnathos indefinite. Vinculum slight, triangular. Valva long and slender, narrowly sub- 
ovate, gently dilated and broadest at %; sacculus with a small apical point, otherwise 
not indicated; cucullus with a rounded top and an oval patch of dense bristles; besides, 
the whole disc of valva and the costa beset with very long expansile aprressed hair-like 
bristles. Aedeagus very slender, strongly sinuate, cornuti two small thorns with dilated 
bases. Seventh segment with the usual dark coremata; besides, on intersegmental mem¬ 
brane a pair of modified additional coremata, shaped as strongly branched hyaline 
brushes bearing a dense patch of finger-shaped, pointed and transparent modified scent 
hairs. 


Grapholitha mesoscia spec.nov. 

PI. 4 Fig. 10 

$ 12 mm. (Head missing). Thorax light fuscous-tawny. Abdomen fuscous. 

Fore wing oblong-suboval, costa straight anteriorly, moderately curved posteriorly, 
apex obtusely pointed, termen distinctly notched just below apex, angulate below notch, 
gently rounded below angulation. Pale fuscous-tawny with a golden gloss, costa 
posteriorly with some 6—7 dark fuscous wedge-shaped marks, alternating with ill-defined 
not conspicuous creamy pairs of transverse marks; two ultimate marks thick, almost con¬ 
fluent, parted only by a minute short black strigula; a very faint pale dentoid patch on 
dorsum beyond middle, curved outwards and hardly perceptibly parted by fuscous; a 
darker fuscous ill-defined suffusion preceding patch, reaching to base of wing and edging 
patch above; terminal field beyond patch rather deeper tawny-pinkish with a red-coppery 
gloss, a vertical series of four black points before middle of termen, second point largest. 
Cilia glossy light fuscous, basal third dark fuscous with a pale basal line. 

Hind wing light fuscous-grey, on terminal half suffused with darker fuscous-grey. 
Cilia pale fuscous, basal third dark fuscous, with a whitish basal line. 

Male genitalia. Tegumen slender, strongly pointed, top produced, base rounded. A 
narrow tuba analis indicated, but gnathos indefinite. Transtilla rather strong, spindle- 
shaped, lower edge impressed in middle, so forming a notch reaching upper edge. Valva 
long and very slender, constricted in middle, sacculus with a rounded projection before 
this, cucullus elongate-oval. Caulis long and slender. Aedeagus slender, narrowed. Disc 
of the cucullus and costal margin with very long, closely appressed fine hairs. 

Aldabra Id., 2.XII.1959 (no. 249) (M. Gerber), 1 $ , holotype, genit. slide 7546. The 
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unique specimen lacks head and right fore wing. It is very similar to G. miranda 
(Meyr.), but is more suffused with fuscous, has a deeper notched termen, greyish hind 
wing and very distinct male genitalia which resemble those of the Palaearctic G. discre- 
tana Wocke. 

Allied to G. miranda (Meyrick). 

Grapholitha rhabdotacra spec.nov. 

PL 7 Fig. 21 

$ 8 mm. Head grey, face whitish. Palpus white. Thorax fuscous-grey. Abdomen fus¬ 
cous-grey. 

Fore wing oblong-suboval, gradually dilated, costa little curved, almost straight, apex 
moderately rounded, termen rounded, long, oblique, slightly notched below apex. Rather 
light grey with purplish tinge, regularly strigulated with a series of ill-defined blackish 
transverse lines, tolerably parallel and angulate at about y z of wing breadth. Costa black 
with some 11 parallel white transverse lines, most single, median in a pair; the ultimate 
three lines thicker, becoming less oblique, apex black; a very faint leaden line uniting 
tops of fourth with third penultimate lines and running obliquely to termen below apex; 
a large, dentoid double yellowish-white dorsal spot, median, top hardly curved, to above 
middle of disc; probably two faint whitish spots on dorsum posteriorly; ocelloid patch 
indicated by a pair of parallel, strongly outwards-arched but faint, bluish-leaden metallic 
striae, reaching above middle of wing. Cilia grey with dark grey basal third. 

Hind wing and cilia fuscous-grey. 

Male genitalia. Tegumen simple, narrowed, top rounded. Valva rather short, moder¬ 
ately constricted before middle, cucullus broader than sacculus, obliquely triangular; sac- 
culus little modified, with bristles; a longitudinal small patch of minute bristles in disc 
just before constriction. Aedeagus little curved, gradually narrowed, sclerotized. Cornuti, 
two small spines. 

Aldabra Id., 29.XI.1959, no. 295 (M. Gerber), 1 $ , holotype, genit. slide 7561. A 
miniature true Grapholitha, not closely related to the preceding species. 


Grapholitha limbata spec.nov. 

PI. 4 Fig. 11, PI. 5 Fig. 13—14 

S $ 10.5—14 mm. Head pale fuscous-grey, touched with purplish. Palpus pale 

slaty grey, gradually becoming blackish towards lower edge; median segment little dilated, 
terminal segment very short. Thorax purplish, tips of scales pale grey. Posterior tibia 
whitish, with rather long but closely appressed hair-scales. Abdomen glossy grey- 
fuscous. 

Fore wing rather broad, suboval, costa almost straight throughout, apex obtusely 
pointed, termen oblique and long, rounded, tornus rather rectangular, dorsum more 
curved than costa, in $ fore wing narrower, less dilated, termen shorter and less oblique. 
Dark leaden-grey with a faint gloss, markings dark fuscous-purple, dull, little contrasting. 
Costa throughout with whitish small wedge-shaped transverse marks, becoming larger 
towards apex, and with several oblique dark purple faint streaks, continued to cell; 
below this some of the strigulae connected with numerous dark transverse zig-zag 
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irregular strigulae, giving rise to a basal patch to beyond 2 / 5 , ill-defined on upper third, 
outer edge obtusely angulated in fold; similar zig-zag strigulae forming an angulate 
transverse fascia, slightly postmedian, in middle containing a suffused pale ochreous 
spot; a slightly inwards-oblique strongly zig-zag subterminal fascia from below costa to 
dorsum before tornus; apex and termen pale ochreous, slightly strigulated with fuscous. 
Cilia pale ochreous with three fine dark leaden-grey parting lines, and a dark purple 
basal narrow band. 

Hind wing in male greyish-white, apical third infuscated, a darker grey suffusion to¬ 
wards margin in cells 2 and 1 c, tornus with a slight rounded lobe, denser scaled and 
with thickened white cilia, dorsal edge with normal cilia and, besides, with a fringe of 
long and stiffly projecting white hairs throughout; hind wing in female fuscous-grey, 
darker fuscous towards apex, cilia concolorous, with a pale basal and a darker subbasal 
line. 

Male genitalia. Tegumen high, moderate, pointed. Gnathos not perceptible. Valva 
rather broad, sacculus narrow, dilated; cucullus large, over % valva, elongate-oval, 
its whole length with a dense submarginal patch of long spines, on the outer 
surface deeply punctulate (dense hair-scales removed). Aedeagus slender, narrowed, 
curved; caulis long, sinuate. Intersegmental membrane with a median round and 
punctulate tumescence from which two curved horn-shaped arms; these structures 
support additional pair of coremata formed of finger-shaped hollow scales or hairs, 
apparently containing scent fluid; besides there are small light-coloured coremata 
situated more ventrally. Besides, tergites of abdominal segments bear sublateral longit¬ 
udinal pairs of stripes of short scent hairs. 

Female genitalia. Sterigma, a large sclerotised trapezoidal plate, top with a notch to 
^ 3 , followed by a shallow groove to middle. Colliculum formed of a small very 
dark sclerite, a hyaline median part and a second small and dark strongly folded 
sclerite, followed by a tube. Corpus bursae punctate. Stigma, two strong horns with 
funnel-shaped bases. 

Seychelles, Praslin Id., 27 .V .1960 (no. 47) (M. Gerber), 1 3 , holotype, genit. 
slide 7555. Mahe Id., Beau Vallon, 27.IV.1959 (no. 47) (H. Legrand), 1 9 , allotype. 
The other are paratypes: Mahe, Beau Vallon, 29 .III .1960 (nos. 47 and 231) (M. 
Gerber), 1 $; 19.HI, 2 and 27.V.1959 (H. Legrand), 2 < 3,1 $. Cosmoledo Id. 
(no. 174), 16 .IX .1959 (H. Legrand), 1 9, genit.slide 7551; 19.X.1959 (no. 231) 
(M. Gerber), 1 S . In total 5 3,3 9. This small but robust species has the ap¬ 
pearance of a miniature Cryptophlebia. 

Laspeyresia exornata spec.nov. 

PI. 6 Fig. 17—18 

9 11.5 mm. Head glossy whitish. Palpus whitish, on posterior half variably suf¬ 
fused grey. Thorax dark grey. Abdomen dark grey, glossy. 

Fore wing oblong-subtriangular, moderately dilated, costa little curved, almost 
straight but gently and broadly prominent in middle, apex rounded, termen gently 
rounded, little oblique, more rounded below. Pale ochreous, very finely transversely 
stringulated with grey of various shades (tips of scales ochreous, bases grey). 
Anterior half of costa more evenly grey, with some 5 —6 dark grey transverse marks; 
a larger dark grey oblique mark slightly beyond middle of costa; beyond this costa 
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dark grey with two broad double and three single white marks; thick leaden-metallic 
ochreous-edged strigae from costa, little oblique and arranged thus: first slender and 
thin, followed by a thick curved one, originating just before dark costal mark, third 
just beyond this mark, straight, these two converging; fourth from % of costa, 
straight, to termen below apex; one or two short metallic streaks before apex, 
merging into fourth costal metallic streak; basal third of wing below fold with 
rather fine, irregular vertical white strigulae; dorsal patch from middle, large and 
oblique, slightly curved, little narrowed, 2 / 3 across disc, pale leaden, rather suf¬ 
fused and edged with white, dark-parted; ocelloid patch very large, leaden-metallic, 
pale ochreous edged, anterior edge forming a vertical thick patch, not quite reaching 
tornus, narrowed below; posterior edge indicated by a small similar patch, not quite 
marginal; tops of both patches truncate and interconnected by a horizontal fine 
leaden line; a jet-black horizontal jot at 2 / 3 of disc beyond middle; a black dot in 
ocelloid spot, another before its lower anterior end; a whitish horizontal line pre¬ 
ceding black horizontal jot and from beyond this to termen and cutting this below 
apex; all markings on posterior upper half of wing edged with light ochreous or 
whitish; apex and upper part of termen edged with dark grey. Cilia pale ochreous, 
suffused partially with white and dark grey. 

Hind wing white, margin and less than apical half suffused with fuscous and with 
a faint ferruginous tinge. 

Female genitalia. Eighth sternite simple, slightly sclerotised, transversely oval, 
upper edge moderately emarginate. Lamella postvaginalis with a round punctulate 
field above ostium; ostium subquadrate. Colliculum inverted-conical. Cestum at 
extreme base of ductus bursae, a sclerotised semicircle at the left side, facing a 
semicircle of small teeth at the right side. Sigma absent. 

Aldabra Id., 8.XI.1959 (no. 240) (M. Gerber), 1 $ , holotype, genit.slide 7564; 
30.XI.1959 (the same collector), 1 paratype. An elegantly coloured and marked 
species of somewhat uncertain affinity, which can only be ascertained after discovery of 
the males. 


Laspeyresia siderocosma spec. nov. 

PI. 6 Fig. 19—20 

$ 11.5 mm. Head roughish, whitish-ochreous, slightly mixed with dark fuscous, 
a dark fuscous transverse suffusion between bases of antennae. Palpus whitish- 
ochreous, apex and lower edge fuscous, a fuscous dot at base of median segment, 
another at upper edge. Thorax dark fuscous, strewn with pale fuscous-whitish. Ab¬ 
domen pale greyish-fuscous. 

Fore wing narrow, oblong-suboval, costa curved at extremities, straight in middle, 
apex subobtuse, termen hardly curved, tolerably straight, oblique. Whitish, with 
numerous zig-zag transverse dark fuscous grey lines, more distinct on basal half; 
costa throughout with numerous pairs of white strigulae, gradually becoming less 
oblique and thicker posteriorly; some of these strigulae continued by pale leaden 
faint metallic streaks, together confluent, so as to form a rather broad metallic 
streak below less than posterior half of costa, ending just before termen below apex 
(sometimes ill-defined); a large, irregularly rounded spot of dark brown marbling in 
middle of disc (in paratype ill-defined); ocelloid patch formed by a large H-shaped 
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silvery-white patch, finely edged with dull white; a blackish-fuscous subquadrate dot 
above and below, between legs of H, upper dot narrowly connected with a larger 
similar blotch along termen with a narrow appendix to tornus; extreme apical and 
terminal edge white. Cilia whitish, densely strewn with black, a dark fuscous basal 
line. 

Hind wing light fuscous, cilia concolorous with a pale basal line. 

Female genitalia. Eighth segment considerably sclerotised, especially its anterior edge. 
Ostium not modified. Colliculum shaped like a short irregular dark cylindre, with 
plicate right side. Ductus bursae dilated above corpus bursae, containing a hyaline spiral. 
Signa two, unequal small denticulate concave sclerites. 

Aldabra Id., 20.XII.1959 (no. 231), 1 9, holotype, genit.slide 7573; 25.XII.1959, 
1 9, paratype (M. Gerber). Somewhat resembling a Herpystis. The affinity of the 
species, without the evidence of male genital characters, is uncertain. 

Laspeyresia platydryas Meyrick 
PI. 5 Fig. 15—16 

Laspeyresia platydryas Meyrick, 1932: 226 (<$, S. Rhodesia). — Clarke 1955: 251. — 1958: 
451, pi. 224 figs. 2—2b (holotype 9, wings, genit. figured). 

Distribution. Southern Rhodesia: Salisbury. 

Food plant. Acacia sp., seeds. 

Seychelles, Mahe Id., Beau Vallon, 6.V., 16 and 21.VII.1959 and I960, 3 $ ; 2.Ill, 
30.Ill and 30.VIII.1959 and I960, 3 9 (no. 139 and 209) (H. Legrand, M. Gerber). 

The species described after a single damaged female now proves to be sexually 
dimorphous. The male neallotype may be described as follows. 

$ 12 mm. Head and palpus fuscous-whitish, extreme tip of palpus grey. Thorax 
pale grey-fuscous. Abdomen light grey. Posterior tibia thickened, smooth, lower 
edge with a tuft of rough projecting scales, black strewn with white. 

Fore wing narrower than in female, without a costal fold, costa gently and gra¬ 
dually, but little, curved throughout, apex subobtuse, termen rounded, hardly con¬ 
cave below apex, broadly rounded below, dorsum at base strongly curved. 

Whitish, densely marbled with very pale fuscous, tending to form undulate trans¬ 
verse striae; where these are distinct they are outwards-oblique over the costal fourth 
of wing, inwards-oblique over the lower three-fourths; besides costa with a broad 
greyish streak, the black underground showing through the whitish-fuscous scale 
cover; extreme costal edge blackish, with numerous pairs of white marks, alternating 
with faint tawny-tinged strigulae; terminal fifth of wing paler, edge not defined; 
an almost vertical, straight series of five interneural black points, from below vein 
8 to above 3. Cilia whitish, with pale fuscous median and blackish basal and sub- 
apical lines, becoming obliterate towards lower part of termen. 

Hind wing pale glossy grey, densely dusted with black, but semitransparent in 
basal half and towards tornus, except a black wedge from base below cell, dorsum 
corrugated, forming an oval lobe with concave and thickened edge; in this concavity 
repose tips of a white pencil of hairs originating from metapleura and directed 
caudad. Lower surface of hind wing loosely strewn with jet-black scales, dorsal lobe 
with three longitudinal ridges of black scales. 

Male genitalia of the usual shape. Tegumen moderate, top simple, rounded. 
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Gnathos membraneous and hyaline. Valva broad, gradually and moderately curved, 
cucullus gently dilated, elongated-oval, a slight constriction at its base; sacculus 
moderately bristled, costa opposite also with a patch of bristles. Aedeagus curved 
and a trifle sinuate, sclerotised, one cornutus apparently small and ovoid. 

Female genitalia. Lamella antevaginalis, a moderate M-shaped plate, moderately 
scerotised and with numerous scars (bases) of scales. Lamella postvaginalis, a strong 
erected and high sclerite, with ostium at its lower end. Colliculum pear-shaped, a 
narrow neck and an oval body, darkly sclerotised throughout. Corpus bursae weakly 
punctate, moderately denticulate at origin. Signa, two small horns, inequal, with 
basal plates. 

Laspeyresia undosa (Diakonoff) comb. nov. 

Dichrora?npha undosa Diakonoff, 1957: 277, figs. 34—35, pi. 8 fig. 18 ($ , Reunion Id., genitalia 
$, adult illustrated). 

Distribution. Reunion. 

This opportunity is used to correct the generic position of the present species. 

Metriophlebia gen.nov. 

Head with appressed scales. Ocellus posterior. Proboscis very short. Antenna in 
male simple. Palpus moderate, sinuate, subascending, median segment with short, 
closely appressed scales, moderately dilated posteriorly, top slightly rounded, ter¬ 
minal segment short, obtusely pointed and narrowed, slightly curved and exposed. 
Thorax smooth. Posterior tibia with long, loose bristly scales above. 

Fore wing oblong-subtriangular, moderately dilated, without a fold, costa little 
curved at base, more so posteriorly, apex obtusely pointed, termen long, moderately 
oblique, convex. Vein 2 from before 4 / 5 , 3 from angle, 3 and 4 sinuate at base, 4 
closer to 3 than to 5, 5—7 remote, slightly diverging, 7 to termen, 8 from upper 
angle of cell, 9 close to 8, 10 from beyond middle of distance 11—9, 11 from before 
middle of cell, chorda absent, median branch weak but traceable to halfway bases 
of 4 and 5. 

Hind wing with a cubital pecten; over 1, subtrapezoidal; vein 2 from before 2 / 3 , 

3 and 4 stalked from angle, 5 approximated at base, 6 and 7 closely approximated 
towards base. 

Male genitalia. Tegumen weak, rounded and semimembraneous. Uncus apparently 
a rectangular sclerite on top of tegumen, with sclerotised and pointed corners. Valva 
moderately broad but robust, sclerotised, sacculus ending in a vertical transverse 
ridge, cucullus longer, outer surface gradually curved, densely long-haired, inward 
surface with a dense patch of bristly spines. Juxta extended into an oval plate, 
sclerotised and densely denticulate. Aedeagus very long and slender, base bulbous. 

Female genitalia unknown to me. 

Type-species, Eucosma chaomorpha Meyrick, Marquesas Is. 

The genus is closely allied with Cryptophlebia Walsingham, and has the same 
appearance as some darkly suffused species of that genus, but is quite smaller and 
differs furthermore by the unique denticulate juxta, and by neuration: peculiar origin 
of vein 2 and absence of chorda in the fore wing and by the stalking of veins 3 and 

4 in the hind wing. 
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Figs. 1—3- Heads and wing neurations of the Olethreutinae. 1, Megaherpystis eusema sp. n., male; 
2. Stenentoma chrysolampra sp. n., male; 3, Metriophlebia chao??iorpha (Meyr.), male 


Metriophlebia chaomorpha (Meyrick) comb. nov. 

Fig. 3, PL 7 Fig. 22 

Eucosma chao?norpha Meyrick, 1929: 495 ( Marquesas Is.). — 1934: 346 (Marquesas Is.). — 
Clarke, 1955 : 82. — 1958: 352, pi. 175 figs. 3—3a (Iectotype design., wings, genit. $ figured). 

Distribution. Marquesas Is.: Nuka Hiva Id. 
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Seychelles, Mahe Id., Beau Vallon, 2.V.1959 (no. 129) (H. Legrand), 1 $ genit. 
slide no. 7547. 

Male genitalia as described with the genus. Female genitalia unknown to me. 

Cryptophi ebia caeca spec. nov. 

PI. 7 Fig. 23 

$ 21 mm. Head fuscous-grey, extreme tips of scales white, face pale grey, collar 
darker fuscous-grey. Antenna dark fuscous. Palpus moderately long, little sinuate, 
median segment slender, gradually moderately dilated towards apex, roughish along 
lower edge; terminal segment short, obtusely pointed; light grey, median segment 
except at top, infuscated. Thorax fuscous-grey, strewn with pale grey (tips 
of scales). Abdomen glossy pale golden-ochreous. Posterior tibia strongly dilated 
towards middle above and beneath with dense, long hair-scales, spindle-shaped, 
ochreous outside and on basal half inside, apical half inside dark grey. 

Fore wing rather narrow, oblong-oval, costa curved throughout, apex rounded, 
termen rounded, oblique. Light ashy-grey, paler posteriorly. Markings dark ashy-grey. 
Basal patch ill-defined, reaching over 2 / 5 , indicated by a series of dark spots along 
costa, posterior more distinct, a cloudy suffusion on base, a suffused broad streak 
along dorsum dilated posteriorly, and a narrow, partly interrupted vertical line, 
being the edge of patch and indistinctly connecting costal dark spot with end of 
dorsal fascia; this dilated end narrowly connected across fold with a suffused and 
ill-defined dark inwards-oblique transverse fascia from costa before 3/ 5> more or less 
divided into three spots, median of these with a faint interrupted appendix to 
dorsum before tornus, extended there into a triangular suffused spot; a subtriangular 
suffused spot before apex, reaching to vein 7, with a pair of faint dark vertical lines 
descending from it; a series of semicircular dark grey dots on ends of veins. Cilia 
dark grey, finely mixed with white. 

Hind wing pale grey, marginal half suffused light grey. Cilia grey. 

Male genitalia. Very similar to those of C. peltastica (Meyr.), but with valva shorter 
and robuster, being broader at the sacculus. Aedeagus more curved, more sclerotised 
and much broader towards base. 

Cosmoledo Id., 20.X.1959 (no. 183) (M. Gerber), 1 $, holotype, genit.slide 

7552; 19-IX.1959 (H. Legrand), 1 $ , paratype. A peculiar species, judging from the 
genitalia closely allied with C. peltastica (Meyr.), but entirely different as to the 
wing shape, colouring and markings. Actually it does not have the facies of the genus 
but has a superficial resemblance to some ashy-grey Melasina species! 

Cryptophlebia peltastica (Meyrick) 

PL 8 Fig. 24—25 

Agryroploce peltastica Meyrick, 1921: 57 ($ 9, Pondoland, Natal; previous records of illepida 
for Africa concern this species). — 1930: 311. 

Argyroploce illepida Meyrick, 191 lb: 269 (nec Butler, 1882; Seychelles; syn. carpophaga Wals.!). 

Cryptophlebia peltastica: Bradley, 1952: 682, fig. 2, pi. XXIV fig. 2, (good species; distribution: 
genit. and wings figured, food plants). 

Distribution. Africa (Eritraea, Nyassaland, Pondoland, Durban, Seychelles, Madagas¬ 
car, Mauritius), Guam. Introduced with plant material, but intercepted, in Java. 
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Food plants. Leguminosae. Litchi fruits, Ceratonia siliqua, pods, Poinciana regia, 
stems, Tamarindtts indica, Bauhinia , pods. Canavallia ensiformis. 

Providence Id., VI. I960, e.l. Xenocarpi/s gran at urn (no. 408) (R. Michel), 1 $ , genit. 
slide 7574. 


Herpystis Meyrick 

Herpystis Meyrick, 1911a (July): 268 (type-species, Herpystis rusticula Meyrick, Seychelles). — 
191lb (November): 244 (type-species, H. avida Meyrick, Queensland). — Fletcher, 1929: 107 
(type-species, H. avida). — Clarke, 1958: 427 (type-species, H. rusticula). — Bradley, 1968: 615 
(exact months of publication; type-species, H. rusticula). 

In a recent paper Bradley published the exact months of issue of the first and 
the second original descriptions of the present genus. Following the rule of mono- 
typy, the July, 1911 description has the Seychelles species as type; it precedes the 
description of the Australian species, of November, 1911*). 

The description of the genus should be slightly extended thus. 

Head with appressed scales. Ocellus posterior. Proboscis very short. Antenna 
in male thickened moderately and subserrulate in male, minutely ciliate, normal in 
female. Palpus porrected, moderate, little exceeding width of eye, median segment 
with closely appressed scales, rather abruptly and strongly triangularly dilated before 
apex, upper edge hardly roughish, terminal segment smooth, moderate, narrowed, 
subobtuse. Posterior tibia normal. Abdomen $ with slight lateral brushes of the 
eighth segment. 

Fore wing oblong, rather narrow, gently narrowed, costa slightly sinuate, gently 
prominent before middle, apex rounded, termen along upper third almost straight, 
gently notched, slightly outwards-oblique, below very obliquely rounded. Vein 2 
from %, 3 from angle, 3—5 equidistant, 6 rather close to 5, 5—7 tolerably parallel, 
7 and 8 long-stalked, 7 to termen, 9 and 10 rather close to stalk, 11 from slightly 
before middle; chorda and median branch not perceptible; male upper side sometimes 
with a costal fold to middle, basal half of median fold sometimes forming a groove, 
above which a thick patch of appressed long scales directed towards costa. 

Hind wing oblong-subtrapezoidal, slightly over 1, with a cubital pecten. Vein 
2 from %, 3 and 4 separate, connate or stalked from angle, 5 tolerably parallel, 
median or slightly approximated at base, 6 and 7 closely approximated towards base. 

Male genitalia. Tegumen large, swollen and clavate, sometimes with a split on 
flattened top, on each side of which socii are attached which are rigid, pending, 
curved sidewards, with slight bristling from middle along outer side, with a pair 
of spines on top of socii slight, parietal. Gnathos not traceable, henion membraneous, 
or well-developed and oblique. Valva with a short and broad base to a long 
straight stalk, with an oblique, oval small cucullus, bearing one to four spines or 
without basal prominences. Aedeagus of variable length, with a long slender point. 
Cornuti, a sheaf of spines. 

*) The exact dates of publication apparently were not known to Fletcher, who gives preference 
to the Australian description, and type {avida). Perhaps he has been misled by the separate 
reprint of the paper in the Proceedings of the Linnean Society of N.S. Wales, which is also 
in my possession; it states on the cover: “issued May 31, 1911”. But according to the Library of 
the British Museum (Natural History), the correct date of issue is November, 1911, as Mr. 
Bradley kindly informed me. 
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Female genitalia with the eighth sternite entirely sclerotised or forming a trans¬ 
verse plate with concentric structures at the sides. Ostium round and large, some¬ 
times with a partially thickened rim. Colliculum diversely shaped: very short and 
cylindrical, or moderate, irregularly tubular. Signa two, reduced to small sclerotised 
ridges, or spines upon basal plates. 

A genus of small to very small species of Spilonota relationship. The venation is 
rather variable and cannot be well used for the characterisation of this genus: veins 
3 and 4 in the hind wing, described as separate by Meyrick in H. rusticula , may be 
approximated, or connate in the present material of this species. They are stalked 
in H. physalodes (Meyr.). 

Therefore I prefer to judge the relationship of these small species from the resem¬ 
blance of genital structures instead and to extend the concept of the present genus 
accordingly. 

Herpystis rusticula Meyrick 
PI. 8 Fig. 26—27, PI. 9 Fig. 29 

Herpystis rusticula Meyrick, 191 lb: 268 “ 3 ”, recte $, Silhouette). — Clarke, 1955: 275. — 
1958: 427 (holotype wings, genitalia $ figured). — Legrand, 1965: 82. 

Distribution. Seychelles: Silhouette, 1000 ft. 

Seychelles, Mahe Id., Beau Vallon, 31.V.1959 (no. 105), 1 3, neallotype, genit. 
slide 7562; 19-111.1959, 1 9, genit.slide 7563; 31.XII.1958, 1 3; 27.III.1958, 1 3 
(no abdomen); 5.V.1959, 1 $ (no abdomen); 12.V,1959, 1 3 ; 29-VII.1959, 1 8 ; 
9.VIII.1959, 1 8 ; 9-VIII-1959, 1 $ ; 29.II.I960, 1 $ and 4.VII.1960, 1 3.63,4$. 
All collected by H. Legrand. 

The species has been described after a single, damaged female specimen. This is 
a welcome opportunity to describe a male. 

3 7.5 mm, neallotype. Head and palpus pale fuscous, vertex of head and thorax 
light greyish-fuscous. Posterior tibia normally scaled. Abdomen glossy pale grey. 

Fore wing narrow, elongate-subtruncate, costa gently curved throughout, apex 
obtusely pointed, termen faintly sinuate, little oblique. Whitish on basal half, bluish- 
leaden-metallic elsewhere, densely marked with blackish-fuscous transverse strigulae, 
narrowly edged with dull white on posterior 2 / 3 of wing, and dusted with pale 
yellow, especially on posterior half. Costa rather suffused with blackish-fuscous, in¬ 
cluding transverse pairs of whitish marks, leaving an indefinite dark patch at base, 
a subquadrate one of % and a larger obliquely transverse mark just beyond middle; 
about three transverse angulate lines indicate basal patch, sometimes partly obliterate; 
subquadrate costal spot continued across wing so as to form an incomplete, strongly 
angulate fascia, usually forming a subrhomboidal dark spot in middle of disc at 
transverse fascia moderate, edges about parallel, originating from median costal 
spot, similarly sharply angulate, upper half concave posteriorly, lower half, anteriorly; 
this fascia followed by a well-defined, slightly oblique, slenderly Y-shaped transverse 
fascia, its stalk thickened and vertical, before termen transversely cut by 3—4 yel¬ 
lowish lines; upper part of the Y filled out by whitish-leaden, centred on costal 
edge with a blackish dot and a semicircle around it; all these markings slightly ex¬ 
tended basad. Cilia fuscous-grey, basal third yellowish with slender blackish bars. 

Hind wing with veins 3 and 4 separate, approximated or connate; pale fuscous, 
almost whitish on basal half; cilia concolorous. 
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Male genitalia chiefly as described with the genus above. Socius parietal, formed 
of fine hair-like bristles. Gnathos indefinite, but henion apparently strong, oblique. 
Valva with a rounded cucullus with a single small spine. Aedeagus long, rather 
straight. 

Female genitalia with sterigma shaped as a large transverse sclerite with concentric 
structures at the sides. Ostium supported below by a thickened edge. Colliculum cy¬ 
lindrical, partly obliterate, very small. Signa two, strongly reduced, small punctulate 
ridges, apparently parts of the basal plates. 


Herpystis physalodes (Meyrick) comb. nov. 

PI. 9 Fig. 28, PL 10 Fig. 31—32 

Rhopobota physalodes Meyrick, 1910: 368 (3 9, Chagos Is., Ceylon). — Clarke, 1955: 249. 

Acroclita physalodes: Meyrick, 1929: 495 (Austral Id., Fiji). — Fletcher, 1932: 20 (bred in Fiji 
on Barringionia). — Diakonoff, 1950: 280 (lectotype, 3, selected). — Clarke, 1958: 279, pi. 138 
figs. 3—3a (wing, genitalia lectotype figured). 

Distribution. Chagos Is.: lie du Coin. Ceylon. Fiji, Austral Id. 

Food plant. Barringtonid (buds, in Fiji). 

Seychelles, Mahe Id., Beau Vallon, 3.IV.1939 (no. 43), 1 3, genit.slide 7557; 
6 .III. 1959 , 1 9, genit.slide 7558. 4.III, 3, 4 and 6.IV.1959 (H. Legrand), 1 3,4 9. In 
total, 1 3,59, 

This small species has been rather tersely described by Meyrick after one male and 
one female specimen only. He omits to mention a black oval spot in the disc before 
the apex. The structural peculiarities of the male (together with those of the male 
genitalia) referring it to a new genus, have been described by Meyrick correctly. 

Male genitalia chiefly as described with the genus. Socii well-developed, rigid, pen¬ 
ding, provided with bristles along the outer side, ending in a pair of spines at apex. Cu¬ 
cullus oblique, with some four spines on basal prominences. Aedeagus short. 

Female genitalia with the whole sternite sclerotised, with a large notch of upper part 
to below middle. Ostium round, simple. Colliculum moderate, tubular. Signa, two sharp 
long thorns. Lamella postvaginalis, a subcardiform small plate, at the sides smaller 
triangular sclerites, all punctulate. 

Stenentoma gen. nov. 

Head with appressed scales, roughish on vertex. Ocellus posterior. Proboscis moderate. 
Antenna in male minutely ciliated. Palpus moderately long, curved, ascending, tip 
exceeding base of antenna, median segment dilated with rough scales below, broadest 
in middle, terminal segment rather long, spindle-shaped, pointed. Posterior tibia in male 
thickened, smooth on the outer side, concave and with roughly projecting hairs on the 
inside, more so posteriorly, a small projecting pencil from towards base directed oblique¬ 
ly mediad, posterior tarsus elongate, exceeding tibia, slender, normally scaled. 

Fore wing oblong-subtruncate, or rather pointed, termen with a distinct notch on vein 
4, rounded above and below this, or simple, little rounded and without notch. Cell 
narrow and shifted towards costa, lower edge about along middle of wing. Vein 2 from 
V 5 or 3/ 4? 3 from angle, 4 closer to 3, 3—5 strongly convergent on margin, 3 being 
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curved, 7 free, to apex or termen, 8 to costa, 9 close to 8 at base, 10 from 2/ 3 distance 
11—9, or closer to 9, 11 from slightly before middle or from i/ 3 , chorda from beyond 
middle distance 11—10, to base of 7, median branch strong, from towards base to below 
base of 5. 

Hind wing about l 1 / 4 , with a cubital pecten, costa with very long and dense cilia, in 
rest folded over upper surface of wing and concealed under fore wing, dorsum also with 
very long projecting cilia. Vein 2 from 2/ 3 or 3 /4, 3 and 4 stalked or approximated from 
angle, 5 curved and closely approximated at base, 6 and 7 closely approximated towards 
base. 

Male and female genitalia as described with S. chrysolampra spec.nov. and 
onychosema spec.nov. 

Type-species, Stenentoma chrysola??ipra spec.nov. 

A group of small species of a facies rather resembling that of Laspeyresia, but distinct 
by the characteristic male genitalia: with a narrow valva, abruptly emarginate far beyond 
middle, the cucullus being small; the venation is typical by a narrow cell shifted 
costad, so that the dorsal area under the cell becomes unusually broad; also differing 
from Laspeyresia by the convergence of veins 3—5 at the termen of the fore wing, and 
sometimes, by the stalking of veins 3 and 4 in the hind wing. Although slight venational 
differences may be of specific value only, more species belonging to this group may be 
discovered, eventually among Meyrick's Laspeyresia, Pammene or “Hemhnene” species 
which will help characterization of the present genus. 

Stenentoma chrysolampra spec. nov. 

Fig. 2, PI. 9 Fig. 30, PI. 10 Fig. 33—34 

$ 9 8.5—11 mm. Head slaty grey. Palpus white, terminal segment tinged pale grey. 
Thorax dull light ochreous-grey, in certain lights with intense dull yellow-ochreous 
opalescence, anterior fifth suffused with light grey, apex with a well-defined rhombic 
dark grey spot. Posterior tibia glossy leaden-grey, posteriorly strongly triangularly dilated, 
on the inside with roughly projecting hair-scales, blackish-grey. Abdomen light leaden- 
grey in male, blackish-grey in female. 

Fore wing oblong-suboval, costa straight anteriorly, gently curved posteriorly, apex 
obtusely pointed, termen rounded, distinctly notched on vein 4, obliquely rounded below. 
Brownish-black, base of costa faintly suffused with ashy-grey. Basal patch represented 
by a light ochreous-grey patch limited above by fold, extending from base to 2/ 5 0 f 
dorsum and containing a small black spot at extreme base of wing and a triangular 
similar mark on 1/3 of dorsum, followed by a faint vertical dark strigula; costa with 
four white pairs of transverse oblique wedge-shaped marks of somewhat various size and 
width; anterior pair largest, at 1 / 3 , below continued by a shiny silvery narrowed straight 
striga to lower angle of cell; second pair beyond middle, similar, somewhat more ob¬ 
lique; third widest, at 4/s °f costa, formed of three white marks, not continued below, 
but slightly touched with silvery; ultimate pair very small, subapical, similar to preceding; 
a strongly outcurved suffused double silvery-white patch on middle of dorsum, rather 
suffused throughout with greyish-ochreous, with apex touching silvery line from first 
pair of costal marks; ocelloid patch represented by a vertical brilliant whitish silvery 
blotch, top above middle of wing, almost touching silvery line from second costal pair 
of marks; this blotch not reaching tornus and followed by some ochreous dusting with 
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two jet-black points before terminal notch. Cilia dark fuscous-grey with a pale basal line. 

Hind wing blackish-purple, becoming grey and subtransparent towards base, wedges 
of darker suffusion along veins beyond cell, dilating posteriorly; in male a paler grey 
spot between basal half of vein 2 and stalk of 3 + 4, costa suffused with dull jet-black. 
Cilia pale purple-fuscous, with a darker basal purplish-fuscous band. 

Male genitalia. Tegumen very long and slender, spindle-shaped and slightly con¬ 
stricted below middle, widest above middle, top strongly narrowed. Socii, two small 
pointed erect processes on ventral side, hairy and with scattered short bristles below 
them. Valva simple, narrow and long, lower edge deeply excavate at cucullus short, 
bristly along the edge; sacculus sparsely fine-bristled, more so at top. Aedeagus slender, 
long, straight and narrowed. 

Female genitalia rather simple, sterigma not modified, represented by a triangularly 
excised edge of the sternite. Ostium simple, transverse. Lamella postvaginalis, two sub¬ 
median tumescences with scales. Colliculum dark, short and tubular, slightly constricted. 
Corpus bursae finely granulate. Signa, two very small horns. 

Aldabra Id., 25.XII.1959 (no. 305) (M. Gerber), 1 $ , holotype, genit.slide 7568; 
26 . XII. 1959, the same collector, 1 9 , allotype, genit. slide 7569; paratypes: 23 and 
30.XI.1959 and 2, 22, 27—28.XII.1959 (H. Legrand and M. Gerber), 8 $ , 2 9 . An 
elegant, distinct species. 


Stenentoma onychosema spec. nov. 

PI. 11 Fig. 35—36, PI. 12 Fig. 39 

$ 8 mm. Head fuscous, strewn with white (tips of scales). Antenna fuscous. Palpus 
white, lower edge towards apex, base of median segment, and entire terminal segment, 
fuscous. Thorax fuscous, edge of collar narrowly pale fuscous. Posterior tibia in male 
normally scaled, pale fuscous with a golden gloss, two silvery transverse bands. Ab¬ 
domen rather dark grey. 

Fore wing oblong-subtrapezoidal, dilated, without a costal fold, costa tolerably 
straight, apex obtusely pointed, termen gently curved, almost straight, oblique, rounded 
below, dorsum strongly rounded at base. Fuscous, appearing finely transversely strigula- 
ted due to light tips of scales. Costa with two approximated pairs of small and slender 
whitish transverse marks before middle; a very faint, pale bluish-violet glossy transverse 
fascia originating from below these, with median third strongly outwards-arched, lower 
extremity dilated and including a triangular fuscous mark; posterior half of costa with 
five thicker and more distinct white marks, two anterior very oblique, other less oblique 
and slightly convergent, all continued below by very faint and short bluish-leaden lines; 
a large, almost vertical transverse leaden-violet metallic mark on dorsum before tornus, 
representing ocelloid patch, anterior edge straight, posterior convex, top connected with 
metallic streak from first supramedian costal mark; a fine terminal dark line. Cilia 
glossy pale grey, basal third blackish with a faint basal line. 

Hind wing rather dark grey-fuscous, cilia paler with a dark fuscous basal band. 

9 8.5—9 mm. Entirely similar to male except that also the premedian pairs of costal 
markings are thick and distinct, the median fascia is slightly broader and the ocelloid 
metallic mark is finely dark-edged on both sides. 

Male genitalia. Tegumen broader and shorter than in S. chrysolampra, top truncate, 
socii absent. Valva broader and shorter, sacculus denser bristled, excavation shallower, 
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cucullus shorter, curved, with a minute apical tooth, bristles more apicad-shifted. Aedea- 
gus transparent, slightly curved, basal half dilated. 

Female genitalia. Eighth sternite slightly sclerotised, with a triangular excision of lower 
edge, lateral edges of excision more sclerotised. Colliculum tubular, very small, little 
sclerotised. Corpus bursae granulate, signa very small, depressed horns, with larger, 
although little sclerotised, basal plates than in S. chrysolampra. 

Aldabra Id., 26.XII.1959 (no. 279) (M. Gerber), 1 $, holotype, genit. slide 7566; 
23.XII.1959, 1 $, allotype genit. slide 7567; 28.XII.1959, the same, 1 $, paratype. 


Megaherpystis gen. nov. 

Head with appressed scales. Ocellus posterior. Proboscis short. Antenna in male 
slightly thickened, minutely subserrulate, simple. Palpus moderately long, subascending, 
moderately sinuate, with roughish scales towards apex above and beneath, terminal seg¬ 
ment moderate, subobtuse, almost spindle-shaped. Thorax without a crest. Abdomen 
normal. Posterior tibia in male with smoothly appressed scales outwardly, thickened 
with dense and long appressed scales on the inner side, edge with appressed hair-scales 
above, with a long roughish fringe of scales below. 

Fore wing without costal fold, suboval-truncate, costa curved throughout, apex pointed, 
termen strongly sinuate. Vein 2 from beyond -/ 3 , from angle, 3—5 equidistant, 5 
tolerably parallel, 7 free to termen, approximated to 8 at base, both these veins sinuate 
at base, 8 closer to 7 than to 9, 10 from about 2/ g distance 11—9, chorda from about 
middle of this distance, to base of 7, median branch to below base of 5. 

Hind wing 1, with a cubital pecten; vein 2 from beyond middle, 3 and 4 stalked from 
angle, 5 approximated at base, 6 and 7 approximated towards base; dorsal edge normal. 

Male genitalia as described with the species below. 

Type species, Megaherpystis eusema spec. nov. 

Judging from the male genitalia, allied with Herpystis Meyrick, but not closely. 
Actually an allomorph form. 

Megaherpystis eusema spec. nov. 

Fig. 1, PI. 12 Fig. 40 

$ 13 mm. Head white, sides of vertex pale ochreous. Palpus whitish-ochreous, 
median segment mixed with fuscous laterally except at apex, terminal segment creamy. 
Thorax pale tawny, in middle suffused with white, tegula in middle white; some fuscous 
scales laterally, partly under tegulae. Abdomen light grey. 

Fore wing oblong-subtruncate, costa moderately curved throughout, apex pointed, 
termen rather deeply sinuate above, moderately rounded below. White, moderately 
marbled with pale tawny-fuscous. Markings olive-tawny and dark fuscous. A well-defined 
basal patch almost to 2 / 5j edge from i/ 4 of costa to middle of fold, tolerably straight, 
strongly serrate, from fold vertical to dorsum before middle; this patch fuscous-olive, 
suffused with dark grey on costa and strewn with sparse black marks tending to form a 
subquadrate spot below costa on posterior half and another on dorsum beyond base; a 
few black transverse strigulae in centre; a large well-defined inverted-trapezoidal or 
rounded costal patch, a trifle postmedian, reaching half across wing, blackish, centred 
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with a large paler grey spot; two semioval dots on costa posteriorly and an orangeish 
apical spot, edged anteriorly with black; some three vertical blackish lines on posterior 
part of dorsum equidistant with a greyish, slightly oblique fascia rising from tornus to 
vein 6. Cilia (imperfect) white, mixed with blackish. 

Hind wing light fuscous-grey, cilia concolorous, with a pale basal and a dark subbasal 
lines. 

Male genitalia. Tegumen robust and rather broad, with a sclerotised top. Uncus small, 
a semiporrect inverted-cordiform plate. At the sides ventral edge of tegumen concave, 
then extended in keel-like prominences, at the bases of socii. Socii large and broad, rigid, 
curved mesad and together forming a kind of tongs, their median edge concave and 
bristly. Gnathos indicated by a pending lobe at each side. Valva moderate, strongly 
constricted in middle, narrow part long. Sacculus moderate, with a marginal bristly 
tumescense. Cucullus densely bristled, with a marginal corona of strong thorns. 

Seychelles, Mahe Id., Beau Vallon, 18.VII.1959 (H. Legrand), 1 $ , holotype, genit. 
slide 7549. 


Neohermenias melanastraptis spec. nov. 

PI. 11 Fig. 37—38 

$ 12—15 mm. Head grey. Thorax grey, in middle pale grey, tips of scales on thorax 
white. Palpus smooth, clavate, terminal segment being peculiarly swollen and rounded; 
grey, median segment with an apical dark grey ring; terminal segment whitish-grey. 
Abdomen glossy grey. 

Fore wing oblong, moderately pointed, costa gently curved, apex pointed, termen 
slightly oblique, hardly convex. Rather dark grey, more or less purplish-tinged. Costa 
dark purplish with numerous pairs of whitish-grey transverse marks; a blackish-purple 
zigzag fascia from base to middle of fold, thence to apex, furcate at end, sometimes ill- 
defined, suffused or interrupted; dorsal half of wing whitish, densely dusted with black, 
this dusting forming an almost continuous black streak along dorsum, limited by the 
course of vein lc; a wedge-shaped pointed black mark on dorsum before tornus, slightly 
inwards-oblique; a vertical series of short interneural black lines before lower part of 
termen. Cilia grey with a white basal, a black subbasal streak, more or less dotted black, 
and with two or three narrow parting black lines beyond these. 

Hind wing semioval, acutely pointed; dark bronze-fuscous; veins blackish. Cilia pale 
grey, a pale basal and a grey subbasal line. 

Female genitalia. Eighth sternite, an oval plate, with a shallow excision of upper edge. 
Ostium cup-shaped, colliculum asymmetrical with a fold-like dark median longitudinal 
sclerite. Corpus bursae strongly aciculate. Signa absent. 

Seychelles, Mahe Id., Mt Royal, 19.VI.1960 (no. 66) (F. Norbert), 1 9, holotype, 
genit. slide 7559; paratypes (3 $): Mahe, Beau Vallon, 21.IV.1959, 2.V.1959 (H. 
Legrand, M. Gerber); Mahe, Glacis, 27.VIII.1960 (N. Tirant). The species has the 
characteristic appearance of the genus and resembles “Acrodita” spiladorma Meyr. 

Lobesia (Lobesia) vanillana (de Joannis) 

PI. 13 Fig. 41—43 

Conchylis vanillana de Joannis, 1900: 263 ( $ 9, Reunion, pest of Vanilla plant). 

Lobesia aeolopa Diakonoff, 1948 (nec Meyrick, 1907): 272. 

Lobesia (Lobesia) vanillana: Diakonoff, 1957: 272, figs. 37—38 (“aeolopa Diak." syn., genit. 
$ $ figured and descr.). 
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Distribution. Reunion. 

Food plant. Vanilla plant (flowers). 

Material studied. Cosmoledo Id., 1.X.1959 (no. 180) (M. Gerber), 1 $ , genit. slide 
7553; the same locality and no., 18.IX, 8, 12 and 19.X.1959 (H. Legrand, M. Gerber), 

4 $ . Aldabra Id., the same no., 27.XII. 1959 (H. Legrand), 1 $ , genit. slide 7554; the 
same locality and no, 10—-27.XI.1959 and 20—29.XII.1959 (H. Legrand, M. Gerber), 

5 S » 8 $ . In total 11 $ and 9 $ . 

The present nice series of specimens is in a much better condition than the original 
syntypes. I use the opportunity to redescribe the species. 

$ 9—10 mm. Head fuscous, sprinkled with darker fuscous. Palpus fuscous with a 
faint darker subapical band. Thorax fuscous mixed with paler (tips of scales pale tawny), 
with a rich, spreading posterior tuft. Abdomen light glossy grey. 

Fore wing oblong-subtriangular, narrow, dilated, costa not curved but distinctly and 
very obtusely prominent at 2 / 3 * apex rounded, termen rounded, oblique. Glossy slaty- 
grey, partly paler tips of scales giving the effect of dusting. Markings bright chestnut 
brown finely white-edged, markings along costa dark brown. Basal patch indefinite, 
indicated by two small dots on costa, beyond base and at 1/5 respectively, by ill-defined 
transverse stringulae originating from them and by a longitudinal submarginal short 
blackish mark; posterior half of costa with four blackish spots: first semicircular, at top 
of prominence, third similar but slightly smaller, second small, fourth apical, large, 
triangular; a narrow transverse curved strigula halfway between these markings and 
transverse fascia; this fascia conspicuous, well-defined, little oblique, formed by a chestnut 
almos equilateral tringle with acute angles, lower on dorsum beyond middle, anterior 
connected by a dark brown small blotch with costa before middle, posterior angle very 
acute, curved upwards to above middle of disc at 3 / 4 , its upper edge gradually concave; 
anterior edge of fascia obtusely prominent at upper third, gently concave below; pre¬ 
terminal patch large, almost circular, from vein 4 to vein 7, lateral edges finely darker; 
darker fuscous marbling above dorsum before tornus. Cilia rather dark fuscous. 

Hind wing rather narrowly semioval, pointed; pale fuscous becoming whitish and 
semipellucent towards base, veins broadly suffused darker towards margin. Cilia dark 
fuscous. 

$ 10—11 mm. With ground colour rather paler leaden-grey with a strong gloss. 
Markings dark fuscous. Basal patch denser and therefore darker; transverse fascia slightly 
more oblique, narrower, posterior edge rather serrulate, point horizontal, no acute; preter¬ 
minal patch larger, upper edge produced into an oblique acute point, almost touching 
costa; first costal spot (at 2 / 3 ) larger, other three smaller. 

Hind wing semioval, broader, less pointed. Pale fuscous, on basal half glossy white. 
Male and female genitalia have been described and figured by me (Diakonoff, 1957). 
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